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Annotation. Fairy tales and epics are rich narratives that reflect the values, beliefs,
and cultural heritage of their respective societies. Among the various symbols and motifs found
in these stories, the imagery of silver and gold stands out as particularly significant. This
article explores the roles and meanings of silver and gold in English and Uzbek fairy tales and
epics, highlighting their cultural implications and the lessons they convey.
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Annotatsiya. Ertaklar va dostonlar o'z jamiyatlarining gadriyatlari, e'tigodlari va
madaniy merosini aks ettiruvchi boy rivoyatlardir. Ushbu hikoyalarda topilgan turli xil
ramzlar va nagshlar orasida kumush va oltin tasvirlari aynigsa muhim ahamiyatga ega. Ushbu
magolada kumush va oltinning ingliz va o'zbek ertak va dostonlaridagi o'rni va ma'nolari
o'rganilib, ularning madaniy ogibatlari va yetkazayotgan saboglari yoritilgan.

Kalit so'zlar: ertaklar, e'tiqodlar, madaniy meros, boylik, kuch, kumush, oltin, tanga,
sharaf, shuhratparastlik, donolik, axloqiy muammolar.

AHHOTaHI/lH. Ckazku u s3nocel - 3mo bocamuie nosecmeoeaHus, ompasxcaroujue
YeHHOCmU, 6epOBaHUsl U KYIbMypHoe Hacieoue coomeemcmeyiowux oowecms. Cpedu
PAaA3TUHYHBIX CUMB0JI06 U MOMUBOE, BCMPEUAIOWUXCA 6 IMUX UCMOPUALX, 0COOEHHO 3HAYUMBIMU
A6JIAI0OMCA u306pa9fceHuﬂ C€p€5pd u 3010ma. B smou cmamve MCCﬂealeI’}’IC}l POolU U 3HAYEHUA
cepe6pa u 3010ma 6 AaHSIUUCKUX U y36e1<c:<ux CKA3KAX U 29noce, nodqepkueaemc;z ux
KylibmypHoe 3Hadenue u ypoKu, Komopbvle OHU HeCym.

KaroueBble cioBa: ckaszku, 6epoganus, KyJibmypHOe Hacneoue, bocamcmeo, 61acmb,
cepebpo, 3010mo, MOHema, Yyecmo, wecmonrooue, Myopocms, MOPAlIbHble OUTEMMDbL.

The Symbolism of Gold. Gold is often viewed as a symbol of wealth, power, and divine
favor in both English and Uzbek narratives. In English fairy tales, gold frequently represents
ultimate success or achievement. For instance, in tales such as "Rumpelstiltskin," the act of
spinning straw into gold signifies not only material wealth but also the value of cleverness and
resourcefulness. The protagonist's ability to transform something ordinary into something
precious reflects a broader theme of transformation and the rewards of hard work.

In contrast, Uzbek epics often portray gold not merely as a material asset but as a
representation of honor and nobility. In the epic "Alpomish," for instance, gold is associated
with the heroic qualities of the protagonist. The hero's deeds and bravery are often rewarded
with gold, signifying the recognition of his valor and the esteem in which he is held by society.
This connection between gold and honor highlights the cultural emphasis on bravery and moral
integrity in Uzbek narratives.
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The Role of Silver. While gold often takes center stage, silver also carries significant
meanings in both English and Uzbek stories. In English literature, silver is frequently
associated with purity, beauty, and the ephemeral nature of life. In tales like "The Silver
Shilling," the silver coin serves as a catalyst for change, leading characters on journeys of self-
discovery and moral growth. The gleam of silver often illuminates the darkness of greed or
selfishness, symbolizing hope, redemption, and the possibility of transformation.

Uzbek epics, on the other hand, present silver as a symbol of wisdom and intuition. In
many stories, silver items, such as weapons or jewelry, are imbued with magical properties that
guide heroes in their quests. This emphasizes the idea that true strength lies not only in
physical power but also in the wisdom and insight that characters gain through their
experiences. For example, in "Rustam and Suhrab," the silver sword carries not just the weight
of combat but also the burden of fate and destiny.

Cultural Reflections. The contrasting representations of silver and gold in English and
Uzbek narratives reveal deeper cultural values. In English fairy tales, the focus on gold often
underscores individual achievement and material success, reflecting a culture that values
personal ambition and ingenuity. Conversely, the prominence of gold and silver in Uzbek epics
highlights communal values, such as honor, bravery, and the importance of maintaining social
relationships.

Moreover, the imagery of silver and gold can also be seen as a reflection of the human
experience. Both materials are associated with dualities: gold represents wealth and ambition
but can also lead to greed and moral corruption, while silver embodies purity and wisdom but
can be overshadowed by the more dominant presence of gold. This interplay invites readers to
consider the balance between material pursuits and moral integrity, a theme that transcends
cultural boundaries.

In conclusion, the imagery of silver and gold in English and Uzbek fairy tales and epics
serves as a powerful lens through which to examine cultural values and human experiences.
Both materials symbolize more than mere wealth; they embody complex themes of honor,
ambition, wisdom, and the moral dilemmas that individuals face. By exploring these symbols,
readers gain insights into the narratives' underlying messages and the cultural contexts from
which they emerge. As students of literature, recognizing these motifs enriches our
understanding of the stories we encounter and the lessons they impart.
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